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It’s never too late for 
God to work in your 
life. Once you understand how this 
powerful truth changes everything, 
you won’t give up hope. You won’t 
let your past define your future. 
You won’t let go of your dreams.
Dreams are an incredible gift from 
God. I know God’s given you dreams 

– He’s put them on your heart in a way 
you can’t deny. You may not have told 
anyone. You may have thought it was 
too big to happen. But I want you to 
realize that God hasn’t given up on those 
dreams, and you don’t have to, either.
I’ve never heard of one story – not a 
single one in all my years of ministry 
and studying the Bible – where God 
gave a dream and fulfilled it on the 

same day. that’s not how it happens.
God has designed life with seasons and 
processes. Each step along the way does 
something unique that builds our faith 
and causes us to step out and trust Him.

this reminds me of Abraham. God came 
to Abraham in Genesis 12 and promised 
to not just bless him, but to bless all 
the people of the earth through Him.
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But God didn’t stop there. In Genesis 15, 
while Abraham is struggling to believe these 
incredible promises, God does something 
amazing that I want you to notice.

“then the Lord took Abram outside 
and said to him, ‘Look up into the 
sky and count the stars if you can. 
that’s how many descendants you 
will have!’” (Genesis 15:5, nLt)

God wasn’t just making promises to 
Abraham – He was teaching him how to 
dream. God knew if Abraham could see it…
then he could dream it. And just like He 
called Abraham to look up and see it, He’s 
making that same promise to you today.

You don’t have to share Abraham’s 
dreams to share in his struggles. maybe 
you’re having a hard time believing what 
God has promised will come to pass. If 
that’s the case, God wants to teach you 
the same process He taught Abraham 
under that beautiful, star-filled sky.

First you dream it…then you 
believe it...then you live it…

Every dream I’ve ever received from 
God has followed this same pattern. 
the first step is to get a vision, a clear 
picture from God that you can see. 
the next step is to trust Him – to 
believe in faith that it will happen.

And then finally, you take a step of faith 
and live out what God has promised no 
matter what your circumstances, what your 
friends may say, or what your own worries 
and thoughts or the enemy is telling you.
no matter what you may face today or what 
circumstances are present in your life, it’s 
time to dream again. Look up in faith at 

that beautiful, star-filled sky and see the 
dreams God has for you in your own 

life. Dream big. there is no limit with 
God and what He can do in your life.

God loves  you generously and 
abundantly, and as a loving 

Father, He’s impressed and 
honored when His children 
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you can always tell 
a dream is from god 
because it doesn’t 
just bless you, it 
makes your life a 
blessing to others.

dream bold, supernatural dreams. I 
believe we bless God when we dream big. 
And you can always tell a dream is from 
God because it doesn’t just bless you, 
it makes your life a blessing to others.

You may feel like it’s too late to dream, 
but it’s never too late. there is no 

age requirement or limit. josiah was 
eight when he became king of judah. 
Abraham and Sarah were “senior 
citizens” when God promised them a 
son. It doesn’t matter if you feel like 
you missed your chance. God restored 
jonah even after he ran from Him.

I want you to get your God-given dreams 
back. today is a new day, and God 
specializes in making things new again. 
One of my favorite passages of scripture is 
Isaiah 43:19, “Behold I will do something 
new, now it will spring forth; will you not 
be aware of it? I will even make a roadway 

in the wilderness, rivers in the desert.” 
(nASB)  Can you dream again? Can you 
believe again? God can make anything 
new again. Can you see through your eyes 
of faith the new things He wants to do?

As you do, your life will never be 
the same. When you step out and 
dream big, God-sized dreams, it’s 
not possible for you to stay the same. 
As you believe it, you will live it!

Learn more aBoUt thiS poWerfUL neW Video & aUdio reSoUrCe from JoeL oSteen
This series will give you the confidence to step out and dream again.

it’S neVer to Late to dream
jOEL OStEEn

WatCh a SpeCiaL Video meSSage
from JoeL on the neXt page



Dream it
Pursuing god’s
Promises for
your life
Brand-new CD/DVD resource

eVerY DaY a FriDaY
how to be haPPier
seven days a week
plus Dream It

FriDaY & mONDaY
CUStOm DeSiGN
COFFee mUGS
plus Dream It & Every Day a Friday

with a gift of any amount with a gift of $40 or more with a gift of $125 or more

Inspiring CD/DVD resource. It’s not too late 
to see your dreams become a reality! In this 
special 4-part, joel show you how God’s plan is 
to increase you, open new doors and take you 
places you’ve never imagined.

In Every Day a Friday, you’ll be encouraged 
about all the incredible things God has in 
store for you and learn how He wants you to 
live blessed and have a victorious year!

this special set of “Friday & monday” 
mugs is a great reminder that you can 
live happy every day of the week.
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here in the South, we like to drink sweet tea. It tastes so good 
and refreshing on a hot summer day. I like my tea extra sweet so I 
add lots of sugar. But if I don’t stir it really well, the sugar just stays 
at the bottom, not really doing anything. It won’t affect the flavor 
of my tea at all without being stirred.

Did you know it’s the same way with the gifts God has given 
and entrusted us? that’s why Paul said to his protégé, timothy,  
“timothy, stir up the gifts God has given you” (2 timothy 1:6). 
What’s interesting is that timothy was already anointed and 
gifted. Why would he have to do anything else to live the life 
God called him to? Well, just like that glass of tea, we have to 
stir up what God has given us so we can be effective in this life. 
Otherwise, God’s gifts lay dormant and ineffective just like that 
sugar in the bottom of the glass.  

to “stir up” in the original Greek means to keep in full flame. this 
tells me that constant, diligent, and faithful action is required from 
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us. For a fire to stay lit, constant care is taken, constant attention, 
and constant awareness. that means you have to be willing to 
stretch yourself in your gifts and in the things of God. You 
have to walk through the open doors of opportunity God 
has placed before you, no matter how big or small. For 
example,  When joel stepped up to pastor the church, 
he asked me to encourage the congregation before 
the offering. 

that was a huge stretch for me. Even though I had no public 
speaking experience, I had to step out by faith and use whatever 
tools, gifts and abilities that were already on the inside of me. 
And to be honest, I was terrified! Fanning the flame, stirring 
up your gift, isn’t always easy or comfortable, but it’s worth 
it. By faith, I had to stir up that gift I didn’t even know I had, 
but I discovered the gift since God placed the opportunity in 
my path. now, God has taken me places beyond my wildest 
dreams and has given me opportunities I never imagined 
and He’ll do the same for you! remember, God is a rewarder 
of those who seek after Him and who are faithful with what 
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He has given them. When we are faithful with little, we give 
Him the opportunity to bless and increase us.

today, look at what God has placed in your hand. Is there a 
door of opportunity open before you? take a step of faith 

and stir it up! Sow good seeds for your future. Don’t 
let fear keep you from God’s best!  You may feel 

fear or intimidation, but know that He who is in 
you is greater! remain faithful and keep fanning 

the flame of faith in your own life, and watch how 
God will increase you beyond what you could 
ever imagine!

get the moSt from yoUr Life eVery day. 
Love your life! Start each day in a spirit of joy with this new daily devotional from Victoria. 

Stir it Up
VICtOrIA OStEEn
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DISCOVER THE SECRET 
TO LIVING EACH DAY TO
THE FULLEST!

NEW FROM JOEL

EVERY DAY A FRIDAY offers encouragement, spiritual 
guidance and practical advice on how to find joy and 
happiness in every day of the week, every day of your life.

Whatever challenges you may face, whatever circumstances 
are weighing you down; you can choose to rejoice in the 
moment. Learn these core principles to true happiness, and 
how every day can hold the same promise and opportunities 
for pure joy that we all experience at five o’clock on Friday.
and to give control of your life to Him so that you can find 
fulfillment in His plans for you!

NE
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Read by Joel Osteen
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in the last issue i told you about kipkurui—a 
14 year old boy that had  been very sick for two 
years. His uncle had carried him all the way from 
his small village in the hills to Tenwek Hospital, in 
the hopes of finding help for his nephew. Kipkurui 
was very near death when he reached us, and 
we were concerned that he had cancer or AIDS 
or tuberculosis. But, to our surprise all the tests 
were negative so we decided to operate. When 
I operated on him, I found Kipkurui had a single 

band of scar tissue completely blocking his 
intestines. A simple bowel resection completely 
relieved his obstruction. Postoperatively, Kipkurui 
recovered very well. Before he was discharged, 
Jenn and I bought him some new clothes and 
gave him a Bible, and just before he left Tenwek, 
he and his mother gave their hearts to Jesus. 

Almost immediately when I arrived back at 
Tenwek this July, I felt impressed that I needed 
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to check on Kipkurui. The impression 
wouldn’t go away and I began to realize 
that this was God speaking to me in my 
spirit. I felt compelled to find this young 
man. I remembered that he lived in 
Konoin, so I thought his village would 
be easy to find. What I didn’t realize 
was that Konoin is a district (like a 
county)—and there are hundreds of 
villages within the district. And, I had 
no idea what village Kipkurui lived in. 
Over the next few months, we searched 
medical records, we asked the chaplains, 
and talked to community health workers 
but as hard as we tried, we couldn’t 
find where he lived.  But the impression 
wouldn’t go away.  

Finally, a couple of weeks before we left, 
I went to medical records myself and 
searched until I found Kipkurui’s chart. A 
notation in his record indicated that he 
lived in a village called Kugerwet. 
So we hired a driver (Donald) and Jenn 
and I went out to look for Kipkurui. 

When we reached his district, we went up 
and down the hills for an hour and a half 
passing village after village until we found 
a little sign that said “Kugerwet Primary 
School.” IT JUST SO HAPPENED an elderly 
man with a walking stick was walking by, 
so Donald asked him if he knew Kipkurui 
Tum. The man shook his head no. Donald 
went on, ”a young boy who was at Tenwek 

hospital last year?” Again, the man shook 
his head. My heart just dropped. We had 
come so far. What if we didn’t find him? 

Then the elderly man said something 
to Donald and they began to have a 
discussion in their native language. 
Suddenly, Donald turned and asked me, 
”Did you give him a Bible?” And I said, 
“Yes!” Donald replied, “There is a boy with 
a Bible who lives 75 yards from here. It 
might be Kipkurui!”

So, Donald and Jenn and I made our 
way through the banana trees and corn 
fields to a little hut. There were lots of 
kids running around but I recognized the 
clothes one young man was wearing. 
They were the same clothes we had 
given him one year ago. We felt such joy 
and relief when we found him, and to 
say Kipkurui was surprised to see us is an 
understatement. He was so proud to show 
me his Bible that was so precious to him. 
And he read Jeremiah 29:11 to me.  

CLICK PHOTO TO SEE SCRIPTURE

iT JUsT sO HAPPEnED
dr. PAuL oSteen
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During our visit, we found out 
that Kipkurui’s dad was drinking 
heavily, he wasn’t providing for their 
family, and that he wasn’t a very good 
role model for Kipkurui or his siblings. 
Often, the kids didn’t even go to school, and 
their family still hadn’t plugged into a local church.  
We encouraged Kipkurui and his mom and prayed 
with the family and gave him two pineapples as a gift. 

And as we left, IT JUST SO HAPPENED that we ran into a lady 
Donald knew from Tenwek who lived just a few hundred yards 
from Kipkurui. She radiated the joy of the Lord. We asked her 
if she would be willing to check on Kipkurui and his family, 
and help them and encourage them. She was overjoyed to 
help. We asked for the name of the pastor of the church in 
that village and IT JUST SO HAPPENED that Donald was good 
friends with the pastor. When we called pastor, he was more 
than willing to reach out to Kipkurui and his family. 
As we drove away from Kipkurui later that afternoon, I thought 
back to his sickly face and his hollow eyes a year ago. And 
now that same young man is healthy and strong,

his face happy, and his eyes and smile bright—what a 
difference!  In the car on the way back to Tenwek, Donald 
leaned  over to us and said, “You know, he will never be the 
same.  What you did for him today— the way you pursued 
him, and singled him out, and recognized his worth and 
his value and his significance, and the way you encouraged 
him and gave him gifts. He will never be the same.”

As I thought about Donald’s words I realized that’s the heart 
of Jesus. When He saw people in need He was moved with 
compassion. He felt love for people deep down on the 
inside and He did whatever He could to help them. Jesus 
is the Good Shepherd; He leaves the 99 who are safe and 
He GOES AFTER the one in need. Paul says in II Corinthians 
5:14, “Christ’s love compels us.

iT JUsT sO HAPPEnED
dr. PAuL oSteen
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My encouragement 

to you is thisit JUST SO HAPPENED...

CLICK ON PAPER TO VIEW NEXT

You don’t have to go to Africa to find 

people who are in need. There are 

people who are hurting, lonely and 

discouraged people all around us—

they may be in the cubicle next to you 

at work, or at the gym, or they may live 

next door. I suspect there are people in 

your life right now that God wants to 

reach with His love and compassion. 

AND he WantS to USe yoU. I 

would encourage you—see people 

through God’s eyes of love,  let His 

compassion motivate you, listen to the 

Holy Spirit’s promptings, and oBey. Be 

willing to be persistent, to take a risk, 

and to spend some time or money. 

As you do your part, some JUSt So 

happened things will begin to take 

place as God does His part to minister 

through you to those in need. 

keep Up With dr. paUL’S mediCaL miSSionS Work aCroSS the gLoBe! 
Visit paulosteen.com for blogs from Dr. Paul, his wife and children while they serve God in the field.

iT JUsT sO HAPPEnED
dr. PAuL oSteen

and minister to this young man in a 
small village in Africa. Because God 
loves Kipkurui and knows what He 
is going through, He allowed us to 
be the hands and feet of Jesus to a 
young man in need.

Every just so happened was God 
at work.  We did our part: we were 
obedient to the prompting of the Holy 
Spirit; we didn’t give up when things 
didn’t work out quickly; and we took a 
risk, spent some time and some money. 
But then God did His part to reach out 

http://www.paulosteen.com?sourcecode=1103JWAMBI
http://www.paulosteen.com/?sourcecode=1103JWAM4W


I finished playing the piece of music for my piano 
teacher, Abraham Viggers. It was a piece I had 
been working on for several months. It was fun, 
fast and melodious. What I loved most about it was 
the challenging fingering. In a complicated piece 
for piano, a single incorrectly placed finger can 
spell the end of a beautiful melody. I had heard 
this particular work being played by one of my 
fellow students, and secretly decided to surprise 
my teacher by studying and practicing it on my 
own. Once I had perfected it, I arrived to class that 
day excited to share my accomplishment. I was 
sure he would be proud of me, not only because 
of the fact that I could play it well, but because 
I was willing to take on “extra work” in order to 
showcase my progress, dexterity and dedication.

I sat down at the piano, placed the piece of music 
in front of me and proceeded nervously to play 
it. When I had finished, mr. Viggers seemed very 
happy. First, he congratulated me and then made 

several observations about my technique and how 
I could improve. my complete satisfaction was 
reflected in the big smile that my teacher had on 
his face. It was one of those rare occasions in life 
that one would love to save and bring out later to 
continue to enjoy. 

GREEN-EYED
MONSTER

THE

In a complicated piece for piano, a 
single incorrectly placed finger can 
spell the end of a beautiful melody.
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I hadn’t quite finished relishing the moment 
when my teacher’s face suddenly changed. 
He leaned towards me and in a whisper told 
me something that I would never forget; 

something that marked my life forever. 
He said, “Don’t play that piece here at 
the music school.” When I asked him 
why, he said, “It would create too much 
envy among your classmates and will only 
cause you problems.” 

At the time, I was only 15 years old. I 
did not completely understand what my 
teacher was trying to say. I felt confused. 
I just could not imagine a world in which 
my classmates would be anything less 
than happy for me. Ah, ignorance is bliss! 
It wouldn’t take me long to fully grasp the 
weight of my professor’s warning. 

It’s a shame we are the way we are. Why 
do we get upset when someone 

does better than us? Why 
can’t we be happy about their 
triumphs? Why do we feel 
envious when things work 

out for someone else? Why 
can’t we be just as happy about 

their achievements, celebrate their 
triumphs, embrace their victories as 
if they were our own? Simply put, it’s 
because of that old foe, envy.

Don’t we realize that what we give is 
exactly what we will receive? If we are 
happy about another’s accomplishments, 
then they will be happy about ours. At 

least most people will be. Of course there 
are always those few who will allow the 
bitterness of envy to rule their lives. they 
bow before it, offering up their peace 
of mind, internal health and feeling of 

wellbeing. When you live surrendered to 
envy, you won’t find satisfaction in anything. 
Everything is tinged with bitterness. 

Why do we get upset when 
someone does better than us? 
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I once read a saying, “Envy is the religion of the 
mediocre.” Extraordinary people live free of envy while 
mediocre people do nothing but criticize everyone else. 
they have long since given up on difficult endeavors, 
and opted instead to fall back on something easier. the 
only price they are willing to pay is to use their tongue 
to attack those of us willing to give everything for our 
work and our dreams. Envy will completely destroy 
them as the following Proverb tells us, “A peaceful heart 
gives life to the body, but jealousy rots the bones.” 
(Prov. 14:30) 

I invite you to be the kind of person who refuses 
to allow envy to control your life. Be happy when 
someone else gets a good break, a promotion, is shown 

favor, or receives a blessing. When your neighbor is 
blessed, from the bottom of your heart seek to be 
genuinely joyful for them. Say things like, “that new 
dress looks really good on you,” or, “I love your new 
house.” teach yourself to say, “You don’t know how 
happy I am that you got named to that position!” or, 
“You deserve that prize.” just make sure that they are 
genuine words flowing from a thankful heart. Destroy 
every feeling of envy before it destroys you. 

Extraordinary people live free 
of envy while mediocre people do 
nothing but criticize everyone else.

Be happy with those who are happy. 
Celebrate their victories. Drink deeply 
from the cup of contentment. You 

will find yourself enjoying your own 
life more as you practice enjoying 
another’s life with them.

Destroy every feeling of envy 
before it destroys you. 

the green eyed monSter
mArCOS WItt

enJoy the BeSt of grammy Winning WorShip Leader marCoS Witt 
Experience marcos’ masterful voice and great passion in this live album.
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“
”

JJ Moses is famous for his four-year career in the NFL. He is 
also known as a man of great faith, and he knows firsthand 
the reward for persevering in God’s Word.

Throughout JJ’s NFL career, he faced many trials and 
difficult seasons where it seemed like all odds were against 
him, where he did not know if he would make the cut for the 
next season. But, one thing he did know was the promise 
God put inside of him and the blessing that followed 
standing strong and rooted in God’s Word.

Listen to his encouraging story and let his faith fan the flame 
of faith in your own life. There is life-changing power in 
meditating on God’s Word.

Psalm 1:1-3 says:

Blessed is the one who does not walk in step with the 
wicked or stand in the way that sinners take or sit in 
the company of mockers, but whose delight is in the 
law of the LORD, and who meditates on his law day 
and night. That person is like a tree planted by streams 
of water, which yields its fruit in season and whose 
leaf does not wither— whatever they do prospers.

JJ moSeS’S StOrY

haS god Changed yoUr Life? EnCOUrAGE OtHErS WItH YOUr StOrY.

Share yoUr Story
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Want to LiSten on the go? thiS Book iS aLSo aVaiLaBLe on Cd. 
Read by Dr. Paul Osteen

FInD Strength tO OVErCOmE
YOUr StrUGGLES & temptationS

John Osteen
For decades, John Osteen led one of the largest, most influential 
and diverse churches in America, Lakewood Church. Now you 
can experience the rich heritage of faith yourself through this new 
book, Becoming a Man of Unwavering Faith, a collection of John’s 
thoughts, notes, stories and memoirs. 
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Do you ever sense that you were born for a purpose? That 
you were created to make a difference in this world? That your 
existence matters? Maybe a family member spoke this over your 
life when you were younger or maybe you heard this concept 
from another source. Maybe you couldn’t identify the origin of 
this feeling, a knowing so deep inside, a dream so real and yet 
unexplainable. Even though your current life situations, struggles, 
challenges would probably suggest otherwise, you were still 
convinced that where you were, was not where you would always 
be. What stood before you, however, was the distance between 
the present state and the idea of “there”. With this conflict inside, 
you could hear yourself asking the questions:

I vividly and distinctly remember feeling 
that way as a teenager. I was attending 
a church gathering, surrounded by 
a crowd of people, when suddenly, 
everything changed. The boisterous 
volume of conversational chatter began 

to decrease, as an inner voice adjusted 
louder internally. Suddenly, words so 
deep and yet so close spoke gently, 
“ I have called you, to use your gifts, 
talents, your voice, your life to display 
my glory”. The voice was so clear but 

even so, the feeling inside was just as 
real as the words themselves. Then, all 
of a sudden, I started to feel an inner tug, 
a drawing and struggle, pulling me in 
the opposite direction. My mind started 
to fill with excuses why I should reject 

“How will I rise above where I am and become
what I believe God desires for me? How will I get there?”

my
iSAnswer Yes!
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He was showing me the previews of my life before the movie started. 

His divine plan. You see God, who is the 
Alpha and Omega, the beginning and 
the end, already determined and known 
my destination but also the journey itself. 
He already took into consideration the 
good the bad the ugly, the weaknesses 
and strengths. His word encourages us 
that, “And we know that all things work 
together for good to them that love God, 
to them who are called according to his 
purpose.” (Romans 8:28 KJV)

The words He spoke were actually seeds 
called vision for my life, and it was up 
to me to agree and grab a hold by faith. 
Many are the plans that God has for you. 

“For I know the thoughts and plans that 
I have for you, says the Lord, thoughts 
and plans for welfare and peace and not 
for evil, to give you hope in your final 
outcome.” (Jeremiah 29:11) 

What the Spirit of God spoke into my heart 
that day, began to challenge the excuses 
and before I knew it the Word, ”Yes” came 
flowing out of my heart though my lips. 
Then I realized that all the fear was gone 
and the apprehension lifted. Although I still 
didn’t know the how, there was a peace 
in knowing that all I was required to do 
was to accept God’s will and leave the 
details to Him. I heard the voice say, “ If you 

But God hadn’t made a mistake...

this word. You see, I didn’t feel qualified or even 
worthy enough to be used by God. How could 
this be? I was trapped inside an insecure and 
fearful frame; that was merely impossible to be 
freed from. All I could see were the deficits, the 
incomplete areas, and the flaws. Why would I 
hear God’s voice speak at this particular time 
in my life? Certainly, there must have been a 
mistake. This should have been directed to 
someone more qualified, more perfect, more, 
“together” than I.

But, God hadn’t made a mistake. I was the one 
he was speaking to. What I didn’t understand 
was that God was revealing His will for my 
life. He was showing me the previews of my 
life before the movie started. I was receiving 
insight from the Father concerning the “me” 
that he saw even before the foundations of 
the world. He was including me on a clue to 
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take it one step at a time in 
obedience to me, I will handle 
the rest”.

That’s when I realized that 
God was not requiring me 
to be perfect and capable of 
crossing every “T” and dotting 
every “I”, but to have faith and 
trust in God, to follow and 
know that my present and 
future were in His hands. The 
step that He would require 

me to take would be close 
enough for me to

know I was capable of making 
the adjustments, and yet high 
enough for me to need to 
reach for his helping hand.

There are so many people 
who are afraid of what is 
unknown to them and they 
feel they are not qualified or 

what it will take and what life 
scenarios needed to lead you 
through, in order to get you to 
that place He has designed for 
you. Before you realize it, you will 
be all that God showed you. Let 
the answer from your heart be, 
“Yes” and watch Him do amazing 
things with, through and in 
your life. 

No matter where you came 
from or what you have 

experienced in life, God has a 
great plan for you.

good enough. The desire and the 
doing is accomplished by His Spirit 
as we trust and follow Him. No 
matter where you have come from 
or what you may have experienced 
in your life, God does indeed have 
a great plan for you. “The steps of 
a good man are ordered by the 
Lord: and he delighteth in his way.” 
(Psalms 37:23)

He not only knows your beginning 
but your ending before your 
beginning began. He also knows 

my anSWer iS yeS
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A couple years ago, I was blessed with the amazing opportunity 
to travel with joel and Victoria and have a wonderful visit with 
reverend Billy Graham. While we were visiting, we asked him to 
sign our Bibles. He gave us each a different Scripture and mine 
was Philippians 1:6 that says, “Being confident of this, that He who 
began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the 
day of Christ jesus.”

there is so much hope found in this verse, and it serves as a great 
reminder that God will fulfill His great plan in our lives. When we’re 
en route or in transition from point A to point B, it’s easy to feel 
forgotten, frustrated and in despair. But we can rest assured that 
God is there and knows all, sees all and will complete His good 
work in us.

One of the greatest examples to illustrate this is found in the life of 
joseph. His story is found in Genesis 37. joseph is a man that God 
used greatly. When he was only 17, God gave him two incredible 
dreams, one which revealed that one day his twelve brothers 
would bow down to him. When he shared his dream with them, 
not only were they jealous of it, they were jealous of their father’s 
favoritism toward joseph. His father even gave him a special coat, 
and his brothers hated him for it. So they decided they were going 
to take matters into their own hands and get revenge.

One day, they took off his coat and put him in a pit; but instead 
of leaving joseph in the pit to die, they decided to sell him into 
slavery. then they lied to their father and told him that a wild animal 
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had killed him. But God’s hand was upon 
joseph, and he ended up in the house of 
a man named Potiphar. Potiphar was one 
of Pharaoh’s officials, and he really liked 
joseph because he could see the favor and 
blessing of God on his life. So he turned 
all of his affairs over to joseph and let him 
manage his whole household.

joseph did an excellent job, but he had 
one problem. He could manage everything 
but Potiphar’s wife! She was a doozy! the 
Bible says that she cast longing eyes at 
joseph. You see, joseph was handsome 
and well built. One time she caught him 
by the coat and said, “Come to bed with 
me.” But joseph said, “How could I do 
such a wicked thing and sin against God?” 
And he ran away from her. He refused to 
compromise in the face of temptation. But 
Potiphar’s wife had his coat, and she told 
her husband that joseph tried to rape her. 
And it only gets worse! joseph ended up 
in Pharaoh’s prison. But joseph rose to the 
top again. God blessed him, and he was 
soon put in charge of the prison.
Like joseph, you may feel situations 
pushing you down or even find yourself 
in unfair, unwanted circumstances, but 

God sees you and will help you always rise 
to the top. You see, things began to turn 
around for joseph while he was in prison. 
Pharaoh had a dream that no one in the 

land could interpret. two years prior to 
Pharoah’s dream, joseph interpreted 
dreams for Pharaoh’s cupbearer and baker 

when they had both been in prison with 
him. It wasn’t until two years later that the 
cupbearer remembered and decided to 
make mention of joseph when Pharoah 
had a frightening dream that a famine was 
coming upon Egypt. So Pharaoh became 
curious and had joseph released from 
prison to interpret his dream. joseph 

brought great ease in his interpretation 
as he advised Pharaoh to choose a man 
to prepare for the coming famine so that 
there would be enough food.
Wouldn’t you know that Pharaoh looked at 
joseph and said, “You’re the man.” He said, 
“Since God has made this known to you, 
there is no one as wise and discerning as 
you.” And that day, Pharaoh put joseph in 
charge of his palace, and all of Egypt had 
to submit to him!

Pharaoh dressed joseph in robes of fine 
linen, and he finally got a new coat! But this 
coat was different; it represented royalty 
and restoration because God always 
provides vindication for His children. With 
Him, there is full redemption!

Soon after, joseph got married and had 
two sons and great joy in his life. Eventually, 
joseph was reunited with his father and 
brothers again. they came to Egypt to buy 
food from joseph during the famine. they 
didn’t even notice that he was their brother, 
and they bowed down in his presence just 
like he saw in his dreams! He was walking 
in the fulfillment of the dreams God had 
given him.
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joseph went from the pit to the palace! He 
was forsaken, falsely accused and forgotten 
by people, but not by God. God showed him 
great favor. I am sure joseph had to remind 
himself again and again, “It’s not over; God 
will complete in me what He started. the 
dreams He gave me will come true.” many 
times, when we’re in the so-called pit in our 
own lives, we have to do the same. We 
have to remind ourselves of God’s 
faithful promises and always 
keep our trust and faith in 
Him because understand, 
without the pit, there is 
no palace. So whenever 
you find yourself in the pit, 
don’t let it scare you; let it 
encourage you. You are on 
your way to the palace. there 
are so many things I learned in the 
pit that I couldn’t learn anywhere else that 
are beneficial to what God has called me to 
do now. Whenever people are mistreating 
you or even falsely accusing you, don’t 
worry, they may be directing your steps to 
the throne!
remember, joseph was in the pit, but 
he didn’t let the pit get in him. He didn’t 
develop a pit mentality. A pit mentality is 
when you say, “there is no hope for me 

because I’m in the pit. my mama was in the 
pit. I’ll always be in the pit. nobody loves 
me in the pit. nobody can help me get out 
of the pit.” But joseph didn’t define himself 
by what he went through. He knew that 
he was destined to reign. His attitude was, 
“It’s not over!” And so 

you must say the same! that’s what your 
attitude should be!

joseph said it best, “What the enemy meant 
for evil, God meant for good.” there is great 
confidence in knowing that God will take 
the very things that you are going through 
and turn them around for your good and 
for His purposes.” (romans 8:28).

take comfort in what God says to you. 
Even if you feel like joseph, forgotten, in 
the pit, alone, far off track and you feel 
like it’s not your fault, take comfort from 
God’s words found in Isaiah 46:9-11, “I am 
God, and there is no other. I am God, and 
there is none like me. I make known the 

end from the beginning...I say: 
‘my purpose will stand, and 

I will do all that I please…
what I have said, that will 
I bring about; what I have 
planned, that I will do.’”

You can’t get any plainer 
than that! God is saying, 

“It’s not over until I say it’s 
over!” trust God from the pit to 

the palace. Live a life of excellence 
and God will bring you through to a 
flourishing finish. God is faithful to His 
Word and He is faithful to you! He will 
bring to completion every good work He 
has started in your life!
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Listen as Lisa Comes explores the Biblical truths that will enable you to be a victor in the seasons of your life.
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In Daily Readings from Love Your Life, Victoria 
offers a guide to help you transform your life and love 
it more! Each reading offers insight, scriptures, stories 
and uplifting messages based on the themes found in 
the best-selling book, Love Your Life.

Highlighting key stories from the book and sharing 
new ones, this devotional also offers passages and 
daily thoughts with messages of faith, hope, and 
strength to help you lead the most fulfilling life 
possible.
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“A life well lived does not come easily; you have to plan for 
it and make it happen. Love Your Life shows how to turn 
the challenges of each day into opportunities to love and 
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tea, find a comfy chair, and let’s get started!”
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I have a good friend that had a big disagreement with his father 
when he was in his early twenties. He left the house very angry and for nearly 
30 years didn’t speak to his father or have anything to do with him. His whole 
life was a struggle. He was living in a small apartment with his family. Year after 
year, he couldn’t seem to get ahead and never got any good breaks. One day he 
heard through his sister that his father was very ill and had been hospitalized. 
Something told him he needed to make things right. He got in the car and drove 
four hours to the hospital. When he went in and saw his dad, they both wept 
and wept. He said, “Dad, it was my fault. I’m sorry. I’m going to make it up to 
you.” He started honoring his father. He would take his children to see his dad 
on a regular basis. this father would come and spend weekends at his house 
with his family. He changed from a culture of dishonor to a culture of honor.

It wasn’t long after making things right with his father that he received a 
promotion he had been hoping for for more than ten years. He didn’t know how 

enJoyed thiS artiCLe? GEt An InSPIrAtIOnAL EmAIL FrOm jOEL EVErY DAY! 

http://www.joelosteen.com/HopeForToday/Pages/TodaysWord.aspx?sourcecode=1110JWAMCW


he was going to send his oldest daughter to college, but out of the blue, she got a scholarship 
to the university she was hoping to attend. And, after all those years of living in a small 
apartment, they were finally able to purchase their first home. One thing after another began 
to fall into place. Why was that? Because where there is honor, there is God’s blessing.

Paul said in Ephesians 6:2-3, “Honor your father and mother so that all will be well with 
you.” If you want to see God’s favor in your life, start honoring others. When you show 
honor, there is a commanded blessing that is released back into your own life.

If you show honor, all will be well 
with you. You may go through 
some difficult seasons. People may 
do you wrong. But because you’re 
a person of honor, you can stay 
in that place of peace knowing 
that all will be well with you.

Ephesians says honor should start in our homes. It should start in 
our own families with those closest to us. I know people that treat 
complete strangers better than they treat their own spouse. We 

should understand that God gave us the family we have 
and we should treat them  with honor.

 
 

 

Where there 
is honor, 

there is God’s 
blessinG.
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I know some of you have family members that don’t 
necessarily deserve honor—a parent that did you wrong, a 
relative that cheated you, a brother-in-law that is always 
talking bad about you. It’s easy to give into what our minds 
naturally think, “Be disrespectful back to them. they didn’t 
give you the time of day. just blow them off. they talked 
bad about you; talk bad about them.” no, you never change 
a dishonorable situation by piling on more dishonor. 
that’s only going to make matters worse. You have to 
do just the opposite and bring honor to that situation.

Sometimes you have to honor people by faith. You have 
to treat people not the way they are, but the way you 
want them to become. When you honor someone that 
is dishonorable, you are giving them respect that they 
don’t really deserve. When you’re kind even though 
they’re not kind, you are sowing a seed for them to 
change and to begin honoring you in the same way.

You can honor them not by getting angry and bitter and 
hating them, but by praying and interceding for them, 
by calling forth their seeds of greatness by faith. the 
way to see change is by adding honor to situations.

It’s like a cork at the bottom of a bucket without any water 
in it. the honor is the water. As long as there is disrespect, 

You are soWinG a seed 
for them to cha nGe.

the BLeSSing in ShoWing honor
jOEL OStEEn
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sarcasm, jealousy and pride, the bucket is empty and the cork 
will stay at the bottom. But when you start to honor that person, 
treating them the way you want them to become, and you’re 
kind even though they aren’t, little by little, as you are pour in 
the honor, the cork will start to come off the bottom. In other 
words, that person will start to come up higher and higher. If 
you will just keep pouring 
in the honor, before long 
they will be living at the level 
God created them to live. 
not because you fought 
with them, not because you 
treated them the way they 
treated you, but because 
you were a person of honor 
and just kept pouring in 
honor. that’s what causes 
people to rise to new levels.

the scripture says in Song of Solomon 2:15, “It’s the little 
foxes that spoil the vines.” It’s the little acts of dishonor, the 
disrespect that brings strife, division and discord. Could it be 
that if we would start showing more honor a dream would 
come to pass, a prayer would be answered, and we would see 
the breakthrough we’re hoping for? 

If you want to see change in the lives of your loved ones 
around you, if you want to live a life that is pleasing to the 
Lord and receive His favor in greater ways, start showing 
honor. Keep honor in the forefront of your mind, in your 

conversations, in the way you treat people. In every opportunity 
you find, show honor.
 
Don’t take the easy way out and live by what you feel or 
what you see. You know that God is a rewarder of those who 
seek after Him, and you know it pays to be obedient to His 

Word!  the amount of 
honor that you show 
will be directly related 
to the amount of God’s 
favor, blessings and 
promotion that you can 
see in your own life.
 
As you make it your 
daily goal to be a person 
of honor, you will see 
God open doors that 

no man can shut. God will 
fight your battles, and you 
won’t be able to outrun the 
blessings and goodness, the 
favor of God! Because you 
are honorable, you will not 
only have honor, but you will 
live a long, blessed, satisfied, 
prosperous, victorious life.

if you will just keep pouring in 
the honor, before long they 
will be living at the level God 

created them to live.

the BLeSSing in ShoWing honor
jOEL OStEEn

are yoU aLLoWing yoUr paSt to Limit What god Can do in yoUr Life?
In this series, Joel will help you recognize common roadblocks that can hold you back in life.

http://www.joelosteen.com/pages/store-product.aspx?sku=JCS0073E&sourcecode=1110JWAMCW


today’S Word With JoeL & ViCtoria

CONNECTED,
Blessed.

STAY

be

 Jumpstart your day by celebrating the very best that God 
has for you! This daily devotional from Joel & Victoria will 

help you grow in your relationship with the Lord and equip 
you to be everything God intends you to be.

from thoughtful articles to powerful blogs, 
podcasts and more, Joelosteen.com is full of 

inspirations that will give you encouragement and 
confidence in your daily life. 

free reSoUrCeS onLine at JoeLoSteen.Com

miSS a BroadCaSt? With JoeL’S podCaSt yoU Can LiSten on yoUr SChedULe.
the podcast is a great way to listen to joel where you want, when you want. 

http://www.joelosteen.com/HopeForToday/Pages/TodaysWord.aspx?sourcecode=1110JWAMDW
http://www.joelosteen.com/Broadcast/Pages/Podcast.aspx?sourcecode=1110JWAMGW
http://www.joelosteen.com/Broadcast/Podcast/Pages/Podcast.aspx?sourcecode=1103JWAMGI


DOn’t DOUBt In YOUr HEArt

Why do we spend so much time and effort trying to figure out what’s going to happen 
when we get into a situation that requires mountain-moving faith? We know that He is 
greater than any situation we’ll ever face, yet we worry, doubt, and fret.

We need to develop an unshakeable confidence in God-allowing no doubt to 
penetrate our hearts. Confidence is faith. It means we have assurance deep down in 
our hearts that God will cause everything to turn out all right.

When we do not doubt God’s willingness and ability to help us triumph over 
situations, we can believe that whatever He says will happen.

If you’re worried about something right now-your spouse, children, business, 
something going on at church-hold on to your joy, smile, and confess: “God always 
causes me to triumph. He causes everything I put my hand to to prosper. God’s going 
to save my entire household. Greater is He that is in me that he that is in the world.”

trust God in times of trouble. He’ll always see you through.

“So Jesus answered and said to them, ‘Have faith in God. For assuredly, I say 
to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be removed and be case into the sea,’ 
and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that those things he says will 
come to pass, he will have whatever he says.” – Mark 11:22, 23 NKJV

Father, Your Word says if I only have faith in You, I can speak to the mountain of circumstances 
I’m facing, and it has to obey me. I believe and speak Your Word in faith today, with no doubt in 
my heart, believing that Your Word will come to pass.

Pray this with me,

An excerpt from Dodie Osteen’s 
devotional, Choosing Life.
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On August 6, 2011, joel Osteen ministries held a historic 
night of Hope event in Chicago, Illinois, at US Cellular Field. 
Over 45,000 guests came as millions around the world 
watched the event live. However, the best is yet to come.

Come and experience an unprecedented America’s night of 
Hope with special guests, great music and joel and Victoria 
Osteen as we pray for America from our nation’s capital on 
April 28, 2012 in at nationals Park, home of the Washington 
nationals major League baseball team.

joel will be sharing a powerful message of HOPE that will 
inspire you to become all that God wants you to be. make 
plans now to attend this exciting event and discover God’s 
best for your life!

withJoel & Victoria
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memphis WrEG-tV3 10:30 am

miami WSVn-tV7 10:00 am

nashville WtVF-tV5 10:30 am

new York WnYW-tV5 9:00 am

norfolk WtKr-tV3 8:30 am

Oklahoma City KOCO 10:00 am

Orlando WKmG-tV6 8:30 am

Paducah KBSI-tV23 7:30 am

Paducah KFVS-tV12 10:00 am

Phoenix KnxV-tV15 7:00 am

Phoenix KPHO-tV5 7:00 am

Pittsburgh KDKA-tV2 8:00 am

Sacramento KxtV-tV10 9:30 am

San Antonio KSAt-tV12 10:00 am

San Antonio** KSAt-tV12 4:30 am

San Diego KGtV-tV10 9:00 am

San Francisco KrOn-tV4 10:00 am

St. Louis KmOV-tV4 10:30 am

tampa WtSP-tV10 8:30 am

Washington, DC WttG-tV5 10:00 am

Winston-Salem WxII-tV12 10:00 am

LISTINGS BY CITY

teLeViSion LiStingS 

miSS a BroadCaSt? With JoeL’S podCaSt yoU Can LiSten on yoUr SChedULe.
The podcast is a great way to listen to Joel where you want, when you want. 

All times listed are local. ** this is a Friday airing.

http://www.joelosteen.com/broadcast/pages/broadcastlistings.aspx?sourcecode=1110JWAMHI
http://www.joelosteen.com/Broadcast/Pages/Podcast.aspx?sourcecode=1110JWAMHW
http://www.joelosteen.com/Broadcast/Podcast/Pages/Podcast.aspx?sourcecode=1103JWAMABI


 

the vision of this ministry is to use 
every avenue available to present 
the hope of jesus Christ to people 
everywhere. We know it is this 
hope and the transforming power 
of the gospel that makes an eternal 
difference in people’s lives.   We are 
committed to reaching those who 
live without Christ in their hearts. We 
are committed to encourage and 
equip fellow believers, strengthen 

relationships and offer help and 
hope to people with physical and 
spiritual needs. 

Your partnership makes this ministry 
possible.  Your faithful and consistent 
monthly support makes you a 
Champion of Hope.  By giving to this 
ministry, you share in the blessings 
and fulfillment of what God is doing 
throughout the earth.  

PArtnErSHIP WItH PUrPOSE

toUCh a Life today. BECOmE A PArtnEr OF jOEL OStEEn mInIStrIES. 

BeCome a partner



toUCh a Life today. BECOmE A PArtnEr OF jOEL OStEEn mInIStrIES. 

BeCome a partner

As a Champion of Hope, you become a partner with 
joel and Victoria.  Your heart and hands are joined 
with theirs as you financially support the outreaches 
of this ministry each month. the amount of your gift 
is not as important as the prayers and commitment 
behind it.  Your gift is an expression of love and 
dedication to advancing the kingdom of God here 
on earth.  A Champion is someone who fights for a 
cause, a hero who comes to the rescue of those in 
need. In our world today, we need hope like never 
before – we need Champions of Hope.

YOU ArE A CHAmPIOn

BECOME A Champion of hope today!
On the next page, choose “Monthly” for your donation to become a Partner

http://www.joelosteen.com/Pages/Give.aspx?sourcecode=1110JWAMIW
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