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FAVOR
Unprecedented

god is for you! Yes, you specifically. 
And He desires that you have every 
blessing and every good thing that He 
promises in His word. The Bible calls 
this favor. 

 At some point in our lives, even 
if we didn’t recognize it, we have all 
experienced God’s favor. Here’s what 
favor is — the undeserved, unearned, 
unexplainable goodness of God in  
your life. 

 Favor causes you to reap even 
where you’ve not sown. Favor protects 

you, it promotes you, it 
opens new doors — that 
should’ve taken years to 
open — in a single moment. 
Favor takes you places you 
could never go on your own.
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You will find 
favor with

God and People

 You don’t earn God’s favor through being 
super spiritual or being better than somebody else. 
You just have to be willing to receive it and get in 
agreement with God.

 Think of it this way. if i stopped by your house 
and brought you a big, beautifully wrapped gift 
and set it down in your living room, that gift would 
be yours. it’s in your home; i gave it to you — it’s 
yours. There’s nothing you can do to earn it or 
make it more “yours.” 

 But even though it’s yours, until you recognize 
that it’s there and go over and unwrap it, you 
haven’t received it yet.
 
it’s so vital to receive what God wants 
to freely give you! it’s so simple — 

but so many people believe exactly the opposite. 
instead of receiving from the lord, their mindset 
is that “God has better things to do than think 
about me,” or “i don’t deserve God’s blessing,” or 
“Everything good always happens to somebody 
else, but not me.”

 i know it’s easy to feel that way, but don’t 
let your heart and words go there; don’t agree 
with this way of thinking. Don’t give that 
discouragement any help by speaking it out of 
your mouth. if you have a negative mouth, you’re 
going to end up with a poor life.

 And it’s not just our words. The pain of 
our past or an attitude that always 
dwells on the negative or wrong 
mindsets can keep us from 
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the remarkable favor God has for us.
Are you ready to receive the awesome things 
God wants to make happen in your life?  God 
promises us in Proverbs 3:4 that “you will find 
favor with both God and people, and you will 
earn a good reputation.” (NlT)

 God has given you His gift of favor today. 
Why don’t you open it? Thank God for the great 
things that are coming your way. Stay in faith 

and have an attitude of expectancy, praise and 
belief. God works where there is an attitude of 
expectancy. 

 You may have situations 
that look impossible, but 
don’t get discouraged. Don’t 
give up. God wants to do 
something awesome in 
your life.

 Right now God is at work in your life. Behind 
the scenes, He is preparing a path that will lead 
you to new opportunities and open doors like 
you’ve never experienced before. Why? Because 
God loves you, He’s for you, and He’s called you to 
do great things. Won’t you receive what God freely 
wants to give you today and open His gift of favor?

God has given 
you His gift of 

favor today 

Learn more about thiS poWerfuL neW Video & audio reSource from JoeL oSteen
This series will give you the confidence to find God’s unprecedented favor for your life!

unprecedented faVor
JOEL OSTEEN

WATCH A SPECIAL VIDEO MESSAGE
FROM JOEL ON THE NEXT PAGE



unprecedented

faVor
PRoTEcTED, 
PRomoTED
AND PRoSPERED 
Brand-new cD/DVD resource

SLimLine nLt bibLe & daiLy JournaL 
Premium, large-print Reference Bible and Daily Journal plus Unprecedented Favor.

WiTH A GiFT oF ANY AmoUNT

WiTH A GiFT oF $120 oR moRE

God wants you to reach your highest 
potential. He desires wonderful things for 
you. But first, you have to release your 
faith! You have to believe what God says in 
His Word is true.

in this brand-new resource from Joel 
osteen, you’ll be encouraged and inspired 
to live at a new level, believing God for His 
favor in every area of your life. Get ready to 
receive from Him like never before!

When we truly believe God’s Word and believe we can have what it says we 
can have and do what it says we can do, our lives will never be the same. 
The scripture is full of incredible promise and guidance to help you live with 
victory and confidence every day.

You’ll be blessed by this slimline, easy-to-carry Bible, written in the New 
living Translation. Also included is a special journal so that you can write 
down God’s promises for your life every day.

unprecedented faVor
JOEL OSTEEN
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be encouraged! GET JOEL’S daiLY EmaiL dEVOTiONaL SENT TO YOuR iNbOx. 

NEW FROM JOEL

BE HAPPIER 
EVERY DAY

God wants you to live each day to the 
fullest. Now you can be reminded to 
live every day with the lightness, joy 
and contentment people experience on 
Fridays.  This 90-day devotional contains 
excerpts from the #1 New York Times 
Bestseller, Every Day a Friday along with 
key Bible verses, daily prayers and daily 
thoughts. order your copy today!

neW from JoeL oSteen
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Recently, our ministry team had the amazing 
privilege of conducting a Night of Hope 
event in Chicago at the u.S. Cellular field, 
home of the White Sox. as we stood on the 
platform ministering, i couldn’t help but 
think about the overwhelming feeling of 
being on a champion team. The White Sox 
took home the World Series title and beat 
my hometown team, the Houston astros in 
2005. (No hard feelings here!)

as i sat there and thought about all the 
preparation and training it takes to become 
a champion team, God reminded me of 
something—
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Every champion team has always started in the 
same place—spring training. No one just simply 
walked on the field and won a title without 
hard work, sacrifice, and lots of practice. in 
spring training, the athletes get ready. They 
shake off the winter weight and get into top-
notch shape. They work on drills and practice 
the same moves over and over again. i’m sure it 
gets tedious. i’m sure it gets monotonous, but 
it’s through all that hard work and training that 
the payoff comes during the game season.

Our life is a lot like that. When we accept Jesus 
as our Lord and Savior, we become part of the 
winning team and have tremendous potential 
in Him. He’s given us the tools for success. He’s 
given us His Word and His name. but before 
we reach the playoffs, before we embrace our 
God-given destiny, there is some work that 
goes in to it on our end. We have to go through 
“spring training” and be prepared before we 
can embrace the victory of promotion. 

God teaches us in deuteronomy 30:8-9 that 
when we obey the Lords commands, “Then the 
Lord your God will make you most prosperous 
in all the work of your hands.”

Just like you can’t hit a ball unless you first pick 
up a bat, there is an order to growing in God 
and a season of preparation in our obedience 
to the Father. Scripture says that we have to be 
faithful in the little things before God will make 
us ruler over much. We have to be obedient 
with the little things first in order to see God’s 
blessing and increase upon our lives. 

Spring training
ViCTORia OSTEEN
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We can’t just sit in the dugout of life and 
expect to improve our game. We have to step 
out and be faithful with what God has placed 
in our hands. We have to live every day at our 
best by seeking Him and putting Him first. We 
have to step out and “swing the bat” if we are 
going to grow and improve, and eventually, 
hit that homerun!

What has God been telling you to do in your 
heart? maybe you’ve had a desire to go back to 
school. if the resources are there, then there’s 
no better time to begin than now. maybe you 
have been praying for a relationship to improve; 
start sowing seeds of kindness and faith through 
your actions of love now. maybe you’re praying 
for a promotion. Then be the absolute best 
you can be now. don’t wait until “you step into 
your new role” to “get ready.” Get ready now. 
Sharpen your skills. Obey God. fast, pray, do 
everything you can in the natural, and God will 
show up and do the rest in the supernatural.

Just like the coach can’t do the work for his 
players, we can’t expect God to do everything 
for us, otherwise, we wouldn’t grow, we 
wouldn’t learn, we wouldn’t stretch. Stretching 
is good for us! Sometimes it hurts! but just like 
athletes who train for hours and move past 
the aches and pains into greatness, we must 
do the same.

Remember, every day lived well is a step toward 
a better tomorrow. if you’ll live each day in 
obedience to His Word, choosing excellence and 
being ready to step out when the opportunity 
comes, then when the door opens, you will be 
prepared. You’ll hit that homerun and step into 
your moments of favor, blessing, and greatness!

get the moSt from your Life eVery day. 
Love your life! Start each day in a spirit of joy with this inspiring daily devotional from Victoria. 

Spring training
ViCTORia OSTEEN

http://www.joelosteen.com/loveyourlife?sourcecode=1103JWAM7I
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What type of faith do you have when the rug is pulled 
out from under you?

The storms of life come to us all, and when they do 
come, our faith needs to be rooted in the God who 
controls the winds.

in this testimony, the chapa family shares their story 
of God’s amazing favor in a difficult time. instead 
of being cowed by their circumstances, they pulled 
together as a family and God showed His faithfulness. 
God will do the same for you. His purpose will be 
fulfilled in your life, and He will direct your path when 
you have faith in Him.

the chapa famiLy STORY

haS god changed your Life? ENCOuRaGE OTHERS WiTH YOuR STORY.

Share your Story
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withJoel & Victoria
night hopeof

washington, d.c.  2012

a m e r i c a ’ s

On april 28, 2012, people from across america will gather at 
National’s park, home of the Washington Nationals, in Washington 
d.C. to pray for this great nation. We want to invite you and your 

loved ones to experience this unprecedented america’s Night 
of Hope with special guests, great music and hosts, Joel and 

Victoria Osteen. it will be a night you don’t want to miss. Joel will 
be sharing a powerful message of hope that will inspire you to 

become all that God wants you to be. make plans now to attend 
this exciting event and discover God’s best for your life.

can’t make it to WaShington? dON’T miSS a NiGHT Of HOpE iN YOuR CiTY.

A HisTORic niGHT OF HOPE

http://www.joelosteen.com/Events/Pages/EventDetail.aspx?item=c36141a9-4752-47e2-89d9-a189cd7143a3&sourcecode=1210JWAM5W
http://www.joelosteen.com/Events/Pages/NightOfHope.aspx?sourcecode=1210JWAM5W


During one of my stays at Tenwek mission hospital in Kenya, 
my son Jackson developed a high fever and a headache. The fever 
and headache persisted; he became very lethargic and took very little 
liquid and no food for almost 3 days. We gathered our family together 
and asked God to touch him and heal him. We then asked a few of 
our friends to pray for him as well. What happened then was quite 
overwhelming. immediately, my friend Dr. Russ arranged for him to 
have blood work. our friends Vincent and David (both work in the 
operating theatre here at Tenwek) arranged for him to have a spinal 
tap, if necessary. Dr. Steve (one of the long-term missionaries here) 
offered to take care of Jackson for us and took time out of his already 
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busy schedule to come by our house twice a 
day to check on his little patient. my friend Dr. 
Andre went to the trouble to bring iV fluids 
down to our house and offered to start an iV 
for Jackson. Dr. carol and Dr. Zach stopped 
by to have a special time of prayer for Jack. 
Barbara (a long-term missionary friend and 
an instructor in the nursing school) stopped 
by every evening with little gifts to lift Jack’s 
spirit. Jenny and her son isaac (also long term 
missionaries) brought a basket of Popsicle 
trays and videos and children’s Tylenol and 
ibuprofen. 

STELLA’S STORY

A FATHER’s HEART
dr. PAuL OSTeeN
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Everywhere i went—all through 
the hospital, all around the mission 
compound—person after person asked 
me how Jack was doing and let me 
know they were praying for him. After 3 
days of treatment for malaria, our little 
boy’s fever went down, his appetite and 
strength began to return and now he is 
totally healed and well.

As i thought about all the people that 
were so concerned about my child and 
how they went out of their way to do 
what they could for him—this father’s 
heart was overwhelmed with gratitude. 

That day, passing through the 
hospital, i saw all the patients lined 
up in their beds filling the male and 
female wards, the icU, the nursery 
and pediatrics as they waited in the 
crowded casualty center and lined 
the corridors under the awnings of 
the outpatient clinics. in that moment, 
it was as if God gently reminded me 
that these are all His children. He is 
just as concerned about them as i was 
about my Jackson, and He is equally 
grateful to all the people of this 
mission hospital who are doing what 
they can to care for His children.

A FATHER’s HEART
dr. PAuL OSTeeN
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YoU cAN mAkE 
a difference
Your gift helps us change lives, restore relationships and 
transform communities and nations for Jesus christ. 
Through your faithfulness we will continue to reach 
every home possible with a real message that God cares 
and that His love is unconditional.

Help us bring hope to the world.

touch a Life today. bECOmE a paRTNER Of JOEL OSTEEN miNiSTRiES. 

change the WorLd

http://www.joelosteen.com/Pages/Give.aspx?sourcecode=1210JWAMIW
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God holds the whole world in His hand. Nothing is a 
surprise to Him. He works everything out to bring about His 
perfect, good will in our lives. but in those dark, scary times, 
sometimes it’s hard to remember and see that bright truth.
 
i recently met a delightful woman at an event and she had 
such a wonderful testimony to tell me. as she told me her 
story, beaming from ear to ear, her joy bubbling out of her, 
you would have never known she recently experienced 
one of the toughest times in her life. but God is a God who 
delivers and restores!

You see she and her husband were in the oil business. at 
one time they were extremely successful, but over the last 
few years, the business had really gone down and they were 
about to go bankrupt. They were even close to losing their 
home. One can imagine with the stress being high, that their 
marriage began to get affected. but one day, it all changed. 
They were flipping through the television channels and 
came across a Lakewood service. Something resonated on 
the inside, the belief, the hope that it wasn’t over for them, 
that God could deliver, restore and provide for them. Week 
after week, they made it a point to watch our services. but, 
then they felt like it wasn’t enough. They would scrape 
together just enough money for the cheapest flight possible 
and fly to Houston to attend Lakewood so they could be in 
an atmosphere of faith and hope.

Have you ever faced a situation and it 

looked like “it was over”? Your stomach 

has that achy feeling of despair and you 

see no way out? We’ve all been there.

i know i have. but just as i’ve been there, i 

can also testify and tell you, you are made 

for more than temporary roadblocks.

http://www.joelosteen.com/HopeForToday/Pages/TodaysWord.aspx?sourcecode=1210JWAM8W


as they kept building their faith, they came to realize that 
nothing is over until God says it over. They came to know 
God as the God of restoration. They started treating each 
other better, walking in love and making their home a home 
of faith. it wasn’t long after, her husband felt the strong 
urge to drill for oil in a particular place he’d already tried 
tens of times. but on the 46th time of drilling, he struck oil. 
Today, they aren’t barely making it, they are prospering. 
Today, they not only still come to Lakewood, but they fly 
their own airplane!
 

as they put their faith out there and believed, 
God turned the situation around.
 

You can’t give up hope. Trust me, i’ve been there. i’ve been 
through a birth defect, an unwanted divorce, a mail bomb, 
limiting labels, crippling anxiety, and you know what? i’m 

still standing today! in fact, i’m stronger than ever before, 
more blessed than ever before and so it is destined for you! 
Just like me, just like my friend, God sees you as His child 
and is no respectors of persons. What He’s done for me, 
what He’s done for my new friend, God can do for you and 
is ready to move on your behalf today.

The question is, do you believe there is more?
i can tell you in full confidence today that there is!

Simply reach out to God, let Him 
embrace you and carry you through 
your season, stand on His word, 
confess His promise and you will 
surely begin to see you are made 
for more!

you are made for more
LiSa COmES

it’S time that you knoW you are made for more. 
lisa comes’ newest release will inspire you no matter what you have been through.

http://www.joelosteen.com/loveyourlife?sourcecode=1103JWAM7I
http://www.joelosteen.com/pages/store-product.aspx?sku=CHB0003E&sourcecode=1210JWAM8W


Become all you 
were meant to be.

it’s time that you know YOU ARE MADE FOR MORE. lisa 
comes’ newest release will inspire you no matter what you 
have been through or what you may face, God has a bright 
destiny for you to walk in now.

Sharing candidly about moving past crippling health issues, 
limiting labels, an unwanted divorce and broken dreams, lisa 
knows first hand how God can restore our lives and make us 
stronger, wiser and more blessed than ever before.

let lisa’s down-to-earth communication style, optimism 
and humor remind you regardless of what you may face, 
there is incredible hope to be found in God’s unchanging 
purpose for your life right now.

“Lisa is a terrific woman who is passionate about helping 
people succeed in life. I applaud her on her new book YOU 
ARE MADE FOR MORE!, and I know you will be motivated and 
encouraged to step into your more.”

– Donald J. Trump

neW from LiSa oSteen comeS
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things inthe life
About a year ago, my wife, Miriam, and I celebrated our 
25th wedding anniversary. We didn’t have a big party or 
anything, but we did pull out the video recording of our 
wedding and watched it, again. This is something we do 
almost every year on our anniversary. There are 25 years 
of memories that began the day that video was taped, and 
we enjoy recalling those moments.

You may ask yourself why we would want to go back to the past and 

remember what happened long ago when we are living in the present. 

maybe you’re one of those people who would rather focus on the 

future and all the goals you wish to reach. There is nothing wrong with 

having goals, but i want to challenge you to create a new habit – the 

habit of looking back over your past and remembering all the good 

things that God has done for you and your family. 

enJoyed thiS articLe? GET aN iNSpiRaTiONaL EmaiL fROm JOEL EVERY daY! 

http://www.joelosteen.com/HopeForToday/Pages/TodaysWord.aspx?sourcecode=1210JWAMAW


  When Jesus forgives you and 
pulls you up into freedom, He 
doesn’t stop there. You won’t be 
living in regret and punishment 
for what you  did. When God 
forgives you, He goes a step 
further and also surrounds you 
with love and compassion. 
There is no condemnation, 
only love and compassion. 
What an amazing truth. And as 
if that weren’t good enough, 
He will satisfy you and renew 
your strength. When God does 
something, He does it right!

in the bible, we are invited to 
recall the goodness of god 
on numerous occasions. One 
passage in particular that comes 
to mind is Psalm 103:2-5, “Praise 
the LORD, my soul, and forget 
not all his benefits—who forgives 
all your sins and heals all your 
diseases, who redeems your life

I want to encourage you to 
do what Miriam and I do 
every year. Make it a point 
to go back and remember 
all the good things that 
have happened to you. God 
knows that we really do 
function better when we are 
continuously reminding 
ourselves of all the good 
things He has given us. 
What are some of the 
benefits we reap from 
this activity? 

First of all, we reap 
physical benefits. 
When we are 

intentionally thinking about and 
remembering pleasant things, 
our stress levels decrease. I can 
almost feel tension and stress 

leaving my body as I sit 
down and purposefully recall 
the great memories of my 
marriage to Miriam. We must 
be intentional though because 
life has a way of getting away 
from us. 

Another benefit is that 
our immune system 
is strengthened by 

thinking about good things. 
The negative physiological 
impact of anxiety is mitigated 
by our good memories and 
the chemical reaction our 
body has to them. We reap 
more than just physical 
benefits though. 

We also reap some 
spiritual benefits. 
Our hope is restored. 

We are reminded that God 
has not forgotten about us, 
even though we may be going 
through a difficult time right 
now. We will also feel our 
joy return. Joy is a powerful 
thing. When we experience 
the kind of joy that God gives, 
our strength is renewed. We 
receive the courage to look 
forward and expect the good 
things God has in store for us. 

Another thing that 
happens when we 
recall all the wonderful 

blessings God has given is that 
our faith increases. In other 
words, we say, “If God did 
something wonderful in the 
past, He will do it again.”

1

2

3

4
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don’t forget any of his blessings. Take a piece of paper and write down at least 

three things which remind you of God’s goodness. Put them up on your refrigerator or 

1.

2.

“Praise the LORD, 
my soul, and forget not 
all his benefits...” (Psalm 103:2)

from the pit and crowns you with love and 
compassion, who satisfies your desires with 
good things so that your youth is renewed 
like the eagle’s.”(NIV) 
The Psalmist not 
only encourages us 
to remember all the 
wonderful blessings God 
has given us, but he goes 
on to list a few of them. 

first on the list is the 
forgiveness of sins. 
All those things which 
have created our separation from God have 
now been completely forgiven and our right 
relationship with Him has been restored. What 
a great thing to remember!

another benefit is that all our diseases have 
also been healed. This term refers to anything 

affecting our physical, emotional or spiritual 
body. Any and everything that could cause 
you pain has been healed. Jesus came to

this earth with a very specific mission and 
included in that mission was our healing 
(Isaiah 53:4, “Surely he took up our pain and 
bore our suffering…” NIV).

a third benefit we are encouraged in this 
psalm to remember is that we were rescued 

from the pit. The pit could have been one of 
addiction, depression, strife or an unhealthy 
lifestyle. But we have been rescued from 

them all! Jesus came 
to free you from 
whichever pit you 
found yourself in. 
Romans 8:2 says 
it this way, “And 
because you belong 
to him, the power of 
the life-giving Spirit 
has freed you from 
the power of sin that 

leads to death.” (NLT) If you find yourself in a 
pit today, all you have to do is reach out your 
hand and take the hand that paid the price 
for your freedom. You will come out into a 
freedom like you have never known before. 
And not only that, He will go on to crown you 
with love and compassion.

the good thingS in Life
maRCOS WiTT

enJoy the amazing praiSe and WorShip experience With marcoS Witt
Recorded LiVE at Lakewood Church, this album features Cindy Ratcliff and michael Gungor.
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Jumpstart your day by celebrating the 
very best that God has for you! This 
daily devotional from Joel & Victoria 
will help you grow in your relationship 
with the lord and equip you to be 
everything God intends you to be.

from thoughtful articles to powerful blogs, podcasts and more, Joelosteen.com is full 
of inspirations that will give you encouragement and confidence in your daily life. 

STAYconnected, 
BebLeSSed.

//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

miss a broadcast? With Joel’s podcast 
you can listen on your schedule. The 
podcast is a great way to listen to Joel 
where you want, when you want. 

The Bible has answers to the everyday 
issues you face. These articles written 
by Joel, Victoria and others, will 
encourage you to stay grounded in 
God’s Word so you can flourish each 
day in your walk with Him.

podcaSt articLeS
inSpiring

free reSourceS onLine at JoeLoSteen.com

http://www.joelosteen.com/HopeForToday/TodaysWord/Pages/Todaysword_landing.aspx?sourcecode=1210JWAMBW
http://www.joelosteen.com/Broadcast/Pages/Podcast.aspx?sourcecode=1110JWAMBW
http://www.joelosteen.com/HopeForToday/Pages/list.aspx?sourcecode=1210JWAMBW


When my wife, fiona, and i were first married, we lived in a 
little house in Nashville, Tennessee. We had beautiful, tall oak 
trees behind the house and maple and cedar trees in the front. 
between our house and our neighbor on one side was a stone 
wall about two feet high that ran the length of the front of the 
property and then a chain link fence continued from there to 
the back. The woman who had owned the home before us was 

elderly and had not kept up 
the landscaping in that unseen 
area between the house and 
the fence. The fence was 
completely covered with vines.
 

i set out to do some “spring cleanup.” i clipped and pulled the 
vines down for hours until i had removed them from the tops 
of the trees where they were threatening to take over. Then i 
trimmed some of the tree branches that were blocking the way. 

as Spring fully emerged, to my surprise, beside the house where 
the vines had previously covered the trees, were the most 
amazingly bright pink flowers i had ever seen. in my cleanup, i 
had uncovered two beautiful Crepe myrtles without knowing it. 
it made my Spring cleanup well worth it – rewarding, in fact.

Like the vines and weeds i encountered that Spring, there are 
times when we find their counterparts in our own hearts and 
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god WantS you to be free to fLouriSh!
Let this live recording from Lakewood Church strengthen, encourage and uplift your everyday life. 

begin to “weed the garden.” We may not see results right away, 
but in Galatians 6:9 we are told, “Let us not become weary in 
doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we 
do not give up.” 

i believe the Lord wants you to know that your efforts to “clean 
up” have not been in vain. Every area that you have sought the 
Lord to bring forgiveness or restoration or to stand in faith over 
your circumstances will be richly rewarded. You will receive 

more than just a clean heart! You will blossom 
and flourish! He sees your efforts and 

has a plan to surprise you with the 
results. He promised us that “in 

due time” we would reap if 
we don’t faint. don’t give 

up now. Keep pressing in 
to Jesus. Take hold of the 
vines of self-pity, apathy, 
and unforgiveness and 
pull them down. don’t 
allow them to keep you 
from blossoming. He 
is more than willing to 
help you. 

isaiah 55:13 says “instead of the thorn bush will grow the 
juniper, and instead of briers the myrtle will grow. This will 
be for the LORd’s renown, for an everlasting sign, that will 
endure forever.”

as you keep going, you will see fruit where you least expect 
it to blossom!

You will 

and
flourish!
blossom

What you LeaSt expect to bLoSSom
miCHaEL mELLET

http://www.joelosteen.com/pages/loveyourlife.aspx?sourcecode=1103JWAM7I
http://www.joelosteen.com/pages/store-product.aspx?sku=LCM0007E&sourcecode=1210JWAMCW


many people today live their lives waiting for 
something - waiting to be happy, waiting for 
the perfect situation, waiting on circumstances 
to change before they will be happy. The fact 
is that most are still waiting. but when you 
understand the life-changing principle that 
happiness begins on the inside and does not 
depend on outside circumstances, your life will 
change and go to a whole new level.

The apostle Paul understood this principle. He said in Acts 
26:2, “i think myself happy.” if anyone had reason to be 
discouraged, it’s the apostle Paul. He had been through a lot 
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of disappointments. He had been shipwrecked, put in jail and 
mistreated, yet all the while he wasn’t focused on his problems. 
He wasn’t meditating on how bad it was, replaying all of his 
disappointments. No, he’s the one that said in 2 corinthians 
2:14, “Thanks be to God who always causes me to triumph. i 
am more than a conqueror.” His mind was filled with thoughts 
of hope, thoughts of faith, thoughts of victory. He was saying, 
“it may look bad, but i’ve learned the secret of how to think 
myself happy.”

But there is more that Paul said. in 1 corinthians 2:16, he 
encouraged the church of corinth in the ways of God and the 
importance of God’s spirit working in our lives and how to walk 
in His wisdom and ways. How are we to do that? He said to 
them, “We have the mind of christ.”

What is that saying? Victory, peace and happiness all originate 
in our mind. Yet some people have done just the opposite. 
They’ve thought themselves depressed. They’ve focused 
on their problems so long they’ve thought themselves 
discouraged. They’ve watched so many news reports they’ve 
thought themselves afraid. But the good news is that just as 
you can think yourself depressed, fearful and negative, you 
can think yourself happy. You can think yourself peaceful. You 
can even think yourself into a better mood.

i think mySeLf happy
JOEL OSTEEN
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no matter Where you are in Life, you can be happier!
Joel’s new book shows you how you can be happy every day of the week. 

isaiah 60:1 encourages us to “arise from the depression that has 
kept us down. Rise to a new life.” if you want to rise to a new 
level in your life, the first place you have to rise up is in your own 
thinking and put on a new attitude. Don’t go through the day 
thinking about your problems, dwelling on who hurt you. All 
that’s going to do is keep you discouraged. You’ve got to start 
thinking yourself happy. in other words, all through the day go 
around thinking, “my best days are in front of me. Something big 
is coming my way. What’s meant for my harm, God is going to 
use to my advantage. my greatest victories are still in my future.” 
on purpose, think power thoughts. “i’m strong. i’m healthy. i’m 
blessed.” When you wake up in the morning, you might have 
thoughts that come and tell you, “Ah, you don’t want to go to 
work today. You’ve got so many problems. You’ve got so much 
coming against you.” more than ever, you need to change those 
thoughts. “This is going to be a great day. This is the day the 
lord has made. i’m excited about my future. Something good is 
going to happen to me today.”

Now it’s good to learn what Paul said, but look at what Jesus 
Himself said. Jesus said in matthew 9:29 “become what you 
believe.” if you believe you’ll never meet the right person and 
get married, unfortunately, you probably won’t. Your faith is 
working. if you believe you’ll never get out of debt, you won’t. 
if you believe you’re going to get laid off, don’t be surprised if 
you do. You’re going to become what you believe. Why not 
start believing what God says about you?  Believe that you are 
blessed. Believe that your best days are in front of you. Believe 
that you’re strong, healthy, talented, creative and well able. 
Get rid of those wrong thoughts that are contaminating your 
thinking and start meditating on what God says about you.

if you will develop this habit of meditating on what God says, 
i can promise you this: your life will go to a whole new level.  
Here’s what’s going to happen, your joy inside is going to flourish 
to where it bubbles out of you. it will just spill out on others, 
and the door will open for you to share God’s goodness and 
the reason for your constant peace and true happiness. After 
all, we are to let our light shine so that all men may see and 
praise our Father in heaven. A sure way to let your light shine is 
to first have joy and peace radiating from within. You can start 
today. You can start right now with the right thoughts, with 
God’s thoughts about you. Your life will change in unimaginable 
ways, one thought at a time!

i think mySeLf happy
JOEL OSTEEN
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DISCOVER THE SECRET 
TO LIVING EACH DAY TO
THE FULLEST!
EVERY DAY A FRIDAY offers encouragement, spiritual 
guidance and practical advice on how to find joy and 
happiness in every day of the week, every day of your life.

Whatever challenges you may face, whatever circumstances 
are weighing you down; you can choose to rejoice in the 
moment. learn these core principles to true happiness, and 
how every day can hold the same promise and opportunities 
for pure joy that we all experience at five o’clock on Friday.

NE
W YORK TIMES

BES T SELLER

neW from JoeL oSteen

Want to LiSten on the go? thiS book iS aLSo aVaiLabLe on cd. 
Read by Joel osteen

http://www.joelosteen.com/LandingPages/Pages/EveryDayaFriday.aspx?sourcecode=1210JWAMEW
http://www.joelosteen.com/pages/store-product.aspx?sku=JCB0026E&sourcecode=1210JWAMEW
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GOd WiLL iNSTRuCT aNd GuidE YOu

God will guide you-not on the path that’s not good for you, but the one that’s 
best for your life. 

See what God tells us: He says He will instruct us, guide us, advise us, and watch 
what we do. That’s all the heavenly help we could ever need! as we listen to His 
instructions and obey Him, He will lead us to the best pathways for our lives.

What a joy and comfort to know that God is watching our progress, and that He’s 
always ready to point us in the right direction. my desire is to be obedient to His 
voice so He will be pleased with my life and continually guide and instruct me. 

“I will instruct you (says the Lord) and guide you along the best pathway for 
your life; I will advise you and watch your progress.” Psalm 32:8

Father, I thank You that You are continually watching my progress and giving me direction when I 
need it. I love You, Lord, and I trust You. I want Your instruction, guidance, and advice in all that I 
do. Help me to stay in the best pathway for my life. 

Pray this with me,

An excerpt from Dodie Osteen’s 
devotional, Choosing Life.

read dodie’S Story of miracuLouS heaLing in the face of cancer. 
Anyone struggling with physical illness will be encouraged by this dramatic story of divine intervention.

http://www.joelosteen.com/pages/store-product.aspx?sku=DHB0002E&sourcecode=1210JWAMFW
http://bookstore.joelosteen.com/p-5469-healed-of-cancer.aspx?sourcecode=1103JWAMAAI
http://www.joelosteen.com/pages/store-product.aspx?sku=DPB0001E&sourcecode=1210JWAMFW


march 16 – Albany, NY

April 28 – Washington, Dc

may 18 – Birmingham, Al

June 1 – Denver, co

July 13 – cleveland, oH

August 10 – Puerto Rico, PR

September 21 – kansas city, mo

September 28 – oklahoma city, ok

october 26 – los Angeles, cA

November 30 – Jacksonville, Fl

2012 EVENT SCHEduLE

CLICK PHOTOS TO ADVANCE SLIDESHOW

See JoeL & Victoria LiVe! dON’T miSS THiS upLifTiNG EVENT iN YOuR CiTY.

a night of hope

http://www.joelosteen.com/Events/Pages/NightOfHope.aspx?sourcecode=1210JWAMGI
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all times listed are ET  * dual feed; airs at time listed on both ET & pT.  

Sunday  9:00am*

Sunday  9:00am
Sunday  3:30pm

Sunday  8:00am* Sunday  8:30am

Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
friday   

9:00pm
1:30am
4:30pm

10:00pm

Sunday   
monday
Thursday   

7:00pm
11:00pm
7:30pm

Sunday 12:00am*

albuquerque KaSa-TV2 9:00 am

atlanta WaGa-TV5 10:00 am

austin KTbC-TV7 8:30 am

birmingham WbRC-TV6 10:00 am

buffalo WGRZ-TV2 10:00 am

Charlotte WCCb-TV18 10:00 am

Chicago WCiu-TV26 9:00 am

Cincinnati WCpO-TV9 10:00 am

Cleveland WEWS-TV5 7:30 am

Corpus Christi KZTV-TV10 10:30 am

dallas KdfW-TV4 9:00 am

detroit WdiV-TV4 7:30 am

detroit** WdiV-TV4 4:30 am 

Greensbro Wxii-TV12 10:00 am

Houston KHOu-TV11 10:00 am

Houston KRiV-TV26 7:30 am

indianapolis WRTV-TV6 10:00 am

Jacksonville WTLV-TV12 10:00 am

Kansas City KmbC-TV9 9:00 am

Las Vegas KTNV-TV13 9:00 am

Los angeles KTTV-TV11 7:30 am

Louisville WKYi-TV24 8:30 am

Louisville WNda-TV9 9:00 am

Louisville WbNa-TV21.1 10:00 am

Louisville WbNa-TV21.1 12:30 am

Louisville WbNa-TV21.6 7:30 am

Louisville WbNa-TV21.6 9:30 pm

memphis WREG-TV3 10:30 am

miami WSVN-TV7 10:00 am

Nashville WTVf-TV5 10:30 am

New York WNYW-TV5 9:00 am

Norfolk WTKR-TV3 8:30 am

Oklahoma City KOCO-TV 10:00 am

Orlando WKmG-TV6 8:30 am

paducah KbSi-TV23 7:30 am

phoenix KNxV-TV15 7:00 am

pittsburgh KdKa-TV2 8:00 am

Raleigh WRaZ-50 10:00 am

Sacramento KxTV-TV10 9:00 am

San diego KGTV-TV10 9:00 am

San francisco KRON-TV4 10:00 am

Seattle KiNG-TV16 11:30 am

St. Louis KmOV-TV4 10:00 am

St. Louis** KmOV-TV4 3:12 am

Tampa WTSp-TV10 8:30 am

Washington, dC WTTG-TV5 10:00 am

liSTiNGS BY ciTY

teLeViSion LiStingS 

miSS a broadcaSt? With JoeL’S podcaSt you can LiSten on your ScheduLe.
The podcast is a great way to listen to Joel where you want, when you want. 

all times listed are local. ** This is a friday airing.
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paRTNERSHip WiTH puRpOSE

The vision of this ministry is to use every 
avenue available to present the hope 
of Jesus christ to people everywhere. 
We know it is this hope and the 
transforming power of the gospel that 
makes an eternal difference in people’s 
lives. We are committed to encourage 
and equip fellow believers, strengthen 
relationships and offer help and hope to 
people with physical and spiritual needs.

Your partnership makes this ministry 
possible.  Your faithful and consistent 

monthly support makes you a 
champion of Hope.  By giving to this 
ministry, you share in the blessings 
and fulfillment of what God isdoing 
throughout the earth.  The amount 
of your gift is not as important as the 
prayers and commitment behind it. 
Achampion is someone who fights for a 
cause, a hero who comes to the rescue 
of those in need. in our world today, we 
need hope like never before – we need 
champions of Hope.

Select a Monthly gift on the next page to become a Partner

touch a Life today. bECOmE a paRTNER Of JOEL OSTEEN miNiSTRiES. 

become a partner

http://www.joelosteen.com/Pages/Give.aspx?sourcecode=1210JWAMIW
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